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Everyone solves mysteries; from the police investigator who solves a crime to you trying to figure out why you can’t find your 
favorite book you know you left in your room.  Becoming a good investigator means learning how to use information and 
clues to find answers.  See how well you can do. 
 
1. *WHAT’S THAT CRIME?  Interview or talk to a police officer or a lawyer about what a crime is, the different types 

and levels of crimes/charges, and what happens when you get caught. 
 

2. *TOOLS OF THE TRADE:  Local, state and federal police use different tools to help them solve crimes.  Learn how fingerprinting is used to identify a 
suspect and as evidence in a trial.  Also learn about police artists and how they can get an eyewitness to describe what they saw and how, with mug shot 
books, this can lead to identifying a suspect in a crime. 
 

3. *ARE YOU TELLING THE TRUTH?  People look, act, and speak differently when they tell the truth versus when they don’t.  Get with a buddy or in a 
small group and in turns each of you share two true things about yourself and one lie.  See if you can guess which is which.  Did the person give themselves 
away? Also learn about lie detectors and how they work.  How do the police use them in solving crimes? 
 

4. *THE SCENE OF THE CRIME:  Investigators can learn a lot from a crime scene.  With the help of a law enforcement officer, learn to look for and 
identify clues at a crime scene. 
 

5. THE SCIENCE OF DNA:  What is DNA and how is it now being used in investigations? 
 

6. MYSTERIOUS CAREERS:  Many careers involve solving mysteries or investigating.  For example, an investigative reporter for a newspaper uses 
information and clues to get a story.  How many others can you list?  Learn more about three different careers that involve solving mysteries. 

 
7. READ A GOOD BOOK:  Many of the books you like to read are mysteries.  Choose one you have not read before, and see if you can use the clues to 

solve the mystery before the end. 
 

8. *MYSTERY THEATER:  Mystery can be found in drama, too.  Attend a mystery play and see if you can figure it out, or put on a mystery play yourself 
for an audience and see if you can stump them. 
 

9. *DON’T BE A VICTIM:  While everyone likes to solve mysteries, it isn’t always good to be in the middle of one or be the victim of a crime.  How can 
you protect yourself?  With the help of an adult, learn about the different ways you can keep from being a victim. 

 


