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Flippers, Fins and Flukes Badge 
A badge for Junior Girl Scouts 
 
PURPOSE 
This badge was designed to help educate Junior 
Girl Scouts about marine mammals that live in 
their area.  By meeting the requirements of this 
badge, the girls will learn how their actions affect 
the marine environment and the animals that live 
there.   
 
REQUIREMENTS 
You must complete eight (8) of the eleven 
(11) activities, including the starred (*) 
activities. 

 
 

* 1.  Observe wild marine mammals by taking 
a trip on a boat or visiting a marine mammal 
rehabilitation center.  Spend some time 
watching the animals and write down your 
observations.  What are the animals doing?  
How are they interacting with each other?  Are 
they making any noises?  What distinguishing 
markings do you notice on the animals?  
 
2.  Many marine mammals use kelp forests for 
food and habitat.  Did you know that 
seaweeds provide important ingredients in 
many food products we use everyday?  Visit a 
grocery store and go on a scavenger hunt for 
products that contain some type of seaweed.  
Here are some ingredients to look for: algin, 
alginate, carrageenan, agar and furcellaran.  
These ingredients stabilize and thicken 
products like toothpaste, cheesecakes, 
instant breakfast drinks, frozen dairy desserts, 

pastry fillings, puddings, pet food, gel air 
fresheners, salad dressings, and whipped 
toppings.  Be sure to check out the grocery’s 
Asian food section, where you might find 
fresh or dried edible seaweeds like nori or 
kombu.   

 
 
 
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
            
 
3.  California is home to some “earless” or 
true seals as well as some “eared” seals. 
Eared seals, like sea lions and fur seals, 
have long front flippers and small earflaps.  
Earless seals, like elephant seals and harbor 
seals, have short, clawed front flippers and 
no earflaps.  Make a list of the differences 
between “eared” and “earless” seals.  Now 
you know some of the differences between 
these animals, find out how they are similar.    
 
* 4.  Marine mammals are warm blooded, air-
breathing animals that have hair, give live 
birth, nurse their young, and live in the sea.  
Examples of marine mammals include 
whales, dolphins, seals, sea lions, walruses, 
sea otters, and manatees.  Use a nature 
guide, picture book or the Internet to help you 
identify five marine mammals.  Where do 
they live?  What do they eat?  How are they 
similar or different?  Make a poster that 
illustrates each animal and lists its special 
characteristics.  Another option is to put on a 
play with your troop that illustrates each 
animal’s special characteristics.   
 
* 5.  With your troop, contact a marine wildlife 
rescue center.  Find out what type of 
donations they need.  With your troop or on 
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your own, collect items to donate to the center. 
  

 
* 6.  Ocean pollution can harm marine 
mammals.  Choose one option:                       
(1) Organize a beach cleanup or join an 
existing beach cleanup in your area.  (2) 
Create a presentation or play with your troop 
on the harmful effects of garbage on marine 
mammals.  Perform your presentation or play 
for your troop, class, a group of adults or 
younger Girl Scouts.    
 
7.  Plastics and other garbage can hurt marine 
mammals.  Create a door hanger with a 
message about ocean pollution and marine 
animals.  You can use a soda can ring to 
attach the hanger to a doorknob.  With 
permission from your teacher, deliver these 
door hangers to several different classrooms 
at your school.    
  
8.  Marine mammals make unique sounds.  
Listen to recordings of seals, sea lions, 
whales, dolphins or other marine mammals.   
See if you can match the animal with the 
sound that it makes.  Make up a song or 
choreograph a dance using the different 
sounds. 

 
9.  Create a dramatic skit about life in the 
ocean.  Where will you find food?  How will 
you stay safe from predators?  What is daily 
life like for you?  What are some of the 
challenges you will face?  Which animals are 
your friends? Perform this skit for your troop, 
class, a group of adults or younger Girl 
Scouts.  

 
*10.  Learn how people rescue stranded 
marine mammals.  You may conduct a search 
via the Internet, a library or by contacting a 
marine mammal stranding center.  Pretend 
your troop is rescuing a stranded marine 
mammal.  What steps would you take to keep 
the animal calm and safe?  How would you 
protect yourself?  What happens to the animal 
once she or he is taken to a marine mammal 

rehabilitation center?   
 

*11.  Although they are currently protected, 
marine mammals have been hunted for 
hundreds of years for their blubber and fur.  
Learn about the history of marine mammal 
exploitation and protection.  Today, some 
people still hunt marine mammals as part of 
their cultural heritage.  Learn about one of 
these groups of people and their relationship 
with marine mammals.  Share a traditional 
story, legend, poem or song with your troop 
or school, or a group of adults or younger Girl 
Scouts.  

 


