
Girl Scout Council of the Florida Panhandle 

 

Hurricane Preparedness 

Junior Badge 
 

 

Because we live on the Gulf Coast, the threat of hurricanes is very real. What we know about hurricanes 

and how we prepare for them is of utmost importance in minimizing their destructive effects. “Be 

prepared” is especially important when it comes to hurricanes!  This badge was developed by Laura 

Hahn and Leah Feyh of Junior Girl Scout Troop 408, Pensacola, FL.  

 

Do 5 activities including one starred: 

 

1. Look at a map or globe of the earth. Look for the horizontal lines called latitudes and the vertical lines 

called longitudes.  Any spot on the globe can be pinpointed by the intersection of latitudinal line and the 

longitudinal line that the town falls on or near. The intersection of these two lines is called coordinates is 

measured in degrees.  Find your city on a hurricane tracking map. Know the coordinates of your city. 

Learn how to use a tracing map to follow the path of a storm by using the coordinates. 

 

2.  Learn the terminology of the storms. Know the difference between a tropical wave, a tropical 

depression, a tropical storm and a hurricane.  Be able to explain “hurricane watch” and “hurricane 

warning”. 

 

3.  Hurricanes are grouped together according to the strength of the storm. A hurricane will fall into one 

of five groups called categories. Learn the difference between the categories of a hurricane. Find out 

what categories of hurricanes have affected your area and how each category affected your area in 

relation to the damage and long tem effects felt. 

 

4.  Make a hurricane checklist for your family.  Include how to decide whether to stay or evacuate. If 

you evacuate, show on a map what route you would take and where your destination would be.  Also 

indicate what items you would take with you. 

 

*5.  Help you family prepare a hurricane preparation kit.  Make a list of supplies that you have prepared.  

Where are these items stored? How do you prepare the house (windows, water supply, outside items) for 

the storm? 

 

6.  Once a storm reaches the strength where it is classified as a tropical storm, it is given a name. What is 

the history behind naming hurricanes?  How are names decided on? Are any names not used anymore 

and why? Make a chart of hurricane names for 2 different years. 

 

7.  Discuss with your troop your personal experience with hurricanes or hurricane warnings. Discuss 

how you feel before, during and after the storm. Do you and your family feel that you made the best 

decision whether to stay or evacuate? How do you feel now when hurricane season begins? 

 

8.  Invite an emergency management official to visit or take a field trip to the office of a local 

government, military, or college campus hurricane preparedness department. Learn how information is 

received into the office and how it is dispersed to the public. 



9.  With your troop, plan games and activities to do during a hurricane. Discuss what kinds of activities 

are better that others and why. Share what activities you may have done during a hurricane. Have 

supplies ready in your hurricane preparedness kit for these activities. 

 

10.  Find out about the shelters in your area. Where are they located? How do you decide whether to stay 

in your house or go to a shelter?  Are shelters designed for specific needs such as the handicapped, 

medical needs, or the elderly?  If anyone in your group has ever gone to a shelter during a hurricane, ask 

them to share their experiences. 

 

11.  Find out how hospitals, nursing care facilities, and prisons prepare for hurricanes. What special 

preparations do zoos, animal shelters and aviaries have to take? 

 

 

 

 

There are people available to come and speak to your troop to answer weather and preparation 

questions.  An excellent source of printed material and a speaker is at your local emergency agency. 

Escambia County Emergency Management - 2920 North “L” Street, Pensacola, FL  32501, (850) 436-

9711, www.escambia-emergency.com. 

 

 

Much information can be gotten from area publications and agencies: 

Pensacola News Journal - publishes a booklet at the beginning of hurricane season and updates through 

out the hurricane season. 

Hurricane Times -  published by Escambia Country Emergency Preparedness – which is disseminated to 

schools and other organizations. 

Area home improvement centers – information on how to prepare your property 

Gulf Power – information on how to prepare your property 

Escambia County Animal Regulation and Control and area veterinarians – information on how to 

include your pets in your hurricane preparedness plans. 

Surf the Web! There is much information to be found on the internet 

 

 

Some other sources of information, such as tracking charts and preparation information can be found at 

the public library, the local newspaper and the local TV station websites. 

 

National websites 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - www.noaa.gov 

The Hurricane hunter team that flies through hurricanes – www.hurricanehunters.com 

Weather news, hurricane news and tracking maps – www.accuweather.com 

 

Local websites 

Pensacola News Station WEAR TV3 – www.weartv.com 

 

Hurricane Preparedness sites : 

Escambia Co -www.co.bereadyescambia.com 

Okaloosa Co - www.co.okaloosa.fl.us/emergency 

Walton Co – www.co.walton.fl.us 

Santa Rosa Co -  www.santrosa.fl.gov/emergency.com 
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