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Indian Lore 
Our Own Peacepipe Council Badge 

for Junior Girl Scouts 

Complete eight (8) activities, including at least two of the starred (*) 
activities.  
 
Our state has a rich cultural heritage in its Native American Indians. In every county and in many towns, 
there are places with Native American names. The Native American influence is also recognized in the 
many foods, crafts, games, and legends we all experience in our daily lives. The purpose of this badge is 
to acquaint you with the history of Native American Indians, and the contributions of the Native 
American Indians in our own Council and in the United States. The many activities offered in this "Our 
Own Peacepipe Council Badge for .Junior Girl Scouts" will give you a better understanding of the 
Native American people and insight into their culture and beliefs.  
 
1. Visit a museum or cultural center of the Dakota Indians in Peacepipe Council. Learn their 

history,  how they lived then and now,  their dress, and how they communicated. 
 
2. Ask a Native American Indian to visit your troop. Have them tell you about the family structure in 

their tribe, tribal government past and present, how their children are taught tribal customs, and how 
important it is to the tribe to retain their culture and traditions. What kind of food is particular to 
their tribe? Are people still designated as story tellers, religious man/woman, or chief? 

 
3. Learn what plants Native Americans used for natural medicines. What plants or minerals are used 

for paints and dyes? Do a project using the paints or dyes. 
 
*4.  Find out what the Dakota ate many years ago. Some of these foods are native to our state. Make a 

complete meal for your troop or parents. You may include breads, meats, vegetables, fruits, a drink, 
or a dessert.  

 
5.    Learn about the "Seven Great Nations." Who were they?  Make a map of the United States and 

show where they were located. Where were the Dakota located?  
 
6.    Different tribes could not always communicate with one another in the same language, so they 

developed sign language. Learn sign language and try communicating with one another, or sing a 
song using sign language.  

 
7.    Native Americans drew symbols on cave walls, rocks, and animal skins to tell stories, make signs, 

or just for art. Make a chart of some of these symbols, then write your own story using these 
symbols. Share your story with the troop.  
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8.       Native Americans didn't have a written language, but written stories and legends were preserved 
throughout the generations by story tellers. Read two of these stories or legends to your troop. 
Dramatize them and use some of the crafts, games, or musical instruments you have made. Do 
these stories teach a principle or make a point?  

 
9.       Ceremonies were, and are, an important part of Native American life. They were used for 

celebrations, recognitions, religion, and to give thanks to the "Great One" for providing animals for 
the next day's hunt. Find out about a particular ceremony. What special costumes were worn and 
what was the ceremony's significance?  

 
*10.  Native Americans are a fun-loving people and often tribal members of all ages join in the many 

games that they invented. Many of these games have a purpose. Learn two (2) games and their 
significance or history. Teach these games to another troop/group. If there is equipment for the 
game, make it.  

 
11.    Attend a Native American traditional event such as a pow-wow.  
 
12.    Native Americans did not have clocks, but kept track of time by things they saw in nature and in 

the skies. Find out what an "Indian Count" is, and how to tell how old you are.  
 
*13.  Since they didn't have machines to do their work, Native Americans relied on their skill and 

ingenuity to make the tools, clothing, and equipment they needed to survive and enjoy a good 
quality of life. Find out about their many crafts: pottery, weaving, beading, painting (sand painting, 
pottery painting), leather work, or basketry. Make a project from two (2) of these art forms.  

 
14.    There have been many Native American women who have contributed and who continue to make 

contributions to our society. Find out about one of these women and how her cultural background 
is expressed through her work and how she grew up.  

 
*15.  Our state is rich in Native American heritage, which is expressed through the many names of 

towns, parks, rivers, and counties.  Compile a list of 15 names and try to find out what they mean. 
If you can, try to find out the correct Native American pronunciation of the words.  

 
16.    Dancing is an important element of Native American culture. There are specific costumes for the 

different dances. Find out what a "straight dancer" and a "feather dancer" are. Learn a dance and 
share it with another troop. Make a part of the costume which goes with the dance you have 
learned.  

 
17.    Music is an integral part of ceremonies and dances. The Native Americans had different 

instruments. What were some of these and what were they made of?  Choose one and make it. 
What does it sound like? Could you use it in a dance of your own?  

 
18.    What was the 1863 US-Dakota Conflict and what was it about? Did it involve your community? If 

so, how? Were any of your relatives affected by this conflict'! How? What happened?  
 


