
 

GETTYSBURG HISTORIC PROGRAM 
Cadette/Senior Interest Project 

Hemlock Council 
 
The Borough of Gettysburg is located in the south central portion of Pennsylvania.  This 
small community situated among the rolling apple and peach orchards of Adams County, 
overnight became a name that would live in history.  During the days of July 1, 2, and 3, 
1863, events occurred in this small town that would establish the name of Gettysburg in 
minds of all people for generations. 
 
PURPOSE: To become familiar with Gettysburg, why it has made its mark in history via 
the three day battle of the Civil War, and how the people lived and learned during the 
1860’s. 
 

REQUIREMENTS 
 
Complete eight requirements including the 2 starred ones.  A resource book is available for 
purchase form the Council Shop.  This book is full of information. 
 
1* Gettysburg Yesterday And Today:  Visit the following places in Gettysburg:   

The National Park Visitor Center, The Electric Map, The Cyclorama  
Center, The National Cemetery, and take a tour of the Battlefield.  (Complete the 
Question Sheet in the Gettysburg Historial Patch Program book.  This resource 
book can be found in your local field office library.) 

 
2. The 16th President Of The United States:  At the time of the Civil War, 

Abraham Lincoln was President.  In this capacity, he visited 
Gettysburg.  Plan and carry out a Scout’s Own on Lincoln and/or the 
Gettysburg Address.  Try using music that reflects the Civil War. 

 
3. Reporting The News:  Imagine that you are a reporter for your local  



newspaper.  Do a story about one of the following:  The Eisenhower's, 
the Peace Light Memorial, or the National Cemetery. 

 
4. Music And Song:  Music was a part of life during this time period among 

both the soldiers and the civilians.  Do one or more of the following:  
Put on a program using music of the period; learn to play an instrument 
common to the time, i.e. a harmonica; or research the background of 
songs composed during the war and make a scrapbook. 

 
5. Art Forms:  When soldiers went off to war, they left behind their 

loved ones 
and families.  There was often much leisure time in between the 
battles and the soldiers kept themselves occupied by hobbies.  Many 
were very lonely and homesick, so they created small pieces of art 
that represented and reflected home and their cherished memories.  
Some carved wooden rings, sketched drawings, wrote diaries and 
stories, and made musical instruments.  Imagine life as a soldier and 
create a form of art which represents you, your life or your family.  
Share it with the other members of your troop. 

 
6. Beautiful Crafts:  Many of today’s crafts were yesterday’s 

necessities. 
Select one of the following and make a useful article:  quilting, 
knitting, crocheting, loom weaving, or candlewicking.  Compare the 
changes that have occurred in such items as quilts, sweaters, rugs, 
etc., since 1860. 

 
7. Women Of The 1860’s:  Although most women were not directly 

involved in  
the politics of the Civil War, they did play an important part in the 
activities and events surrounding the war.  Find out about women of 
the period, then assume the role of a typical woman of the Civil War 
era.  In character, tell others of your background and how you helped 
the war efforts. 

 
8. Food And Food Preparation:  During the Civil War many of the soldiers 

did 
not have enough food to eat.  Many of these men and boys lived for 
weeks and months at a time on hardtack and salt pork, that they were 



rationed.  Even the civilians’ food in some areas was rationed.  In 
general, the food of the 1860’s was somewhat different than what we 
eat today.  Find recipes of the time and prepare a meal that the 
typical family might have eaten and that the soldiers often dreamed 
about. 

 
9. Swing Your Partner:  The life style of families during the 1860’s was 

very 
different from that of families today, especially concerning 
recreation.  Several popular recreational forms were dancing, parlor 
games, and croquet.  Select one of these leisure time activities, learn 
how to do it and then teach it to your troop or a group.  Determine if 
the activity you select was popular in the north or the south and why. 

 
10. Launch Pad To The Future:  The impact of the Civil War created a 

need for  
new and better methods in such areas as medicine, armaments, 
industry, and even in the home.  Because of these technological 
advancements, many varied careers opened up for both men and 
women.  Using your own career goal or one that interests you, discover 
any ties it might have to the technological advancements generated by 
the Civil War.  Or you might select a subject that interests you and 
research the effects the Civil War had on its advancement.  Share 
this with your troop. 

 
11. Sewing Susie:  Much has been written about the Civil War on such 

things as 
military strategy and memoirs of generals.  Elsie Singmaster, who 
moved to Gettysburg in 1901, wrote a number of books for young 
people.  Her books inform you in an entertaining way what life was like 
and what happened to the people during the Battle of Gettysburg.  
Read a book about the Civil War, either by Elsie Singmaster or 
another author, then share what you read with others.   

 
12* Share With Others:  History is a fascinating field.  You have had the  

opportunity to step back into history to see what occurred during the  
three days in July, 1863.  Share what you have learned with others, 
perhaps a younger troop.  You might wish to discover if your own 



community was involved in some way with the war, or what the 
community was like at the time of the Civil War and share your 
findings with others in the community.  Or, do a service project for 
your local historical society or Girl Scout Council. 

 


