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American women are a vital 
force in every aspect of life 
today: science, space, 
business, education, sports, 
entertainment, and raising 
families. How did women 
become such great 
contributors and what 
difficulties did they 
overcome?  Use the unique 
resources of The Women’s 
Museum in Dallas, Texas or 
other suggested resources to 
discover the indomitable 
spirit of the American 
woman.  Then claim your 
heritage and recognize your 
own spirit to carry on the 
tradition of accomplishment 
in your life pursuits.  
   
   
   
   
  

 
 
 
 

Skill Builders 
1.  Using the Unforgettable Women 

showcase exhibit at The Women’s 
Museum, copy the quotation 
shown for one woman featured in 
each of the following categories: 
Pioneers; Never Silent; Rebels 
with a Cause; Movers and 
Shakers; Record Breakers; On the 
Scene; Revolutionaries; 
Community Crusaders; Taking it 
to the Street; Visionaries; 
Innovators and Artists. Using the 
display information provided, 
explain why these words of 
wisdom have become 
unforgettable. Do any of these 
relate to your life or outlook? 
Explain through a Cyberspace 
Connection submission at the 
museum or through the The 
Women’s Museum website at 
www.thewomensmuseum.org 

2. Study the Milestones in 
Women’s History timeline and 
related artifact drawers at The 
Women’s Museum.  Select five 
events represented in the 
Milestones exhibit that have 
had or will have a direct impact 
on your life.  How you are 
directly connected to this event 
now? How do you plan to be 
connected to it in the future? 
Submit comments through 
Cyberspace or at The Women’s 
Museum website. 

3. Woman have created amazing 
solutions to ordinary problems, 
and amazing products with 
ordinary materials. Consider 
the inspirations of the Mothers 
of Invention exhibit at The 
Women’s Museum and the 
GSUSA Book, “Girls & Young 
Women Inventing”.  Identify 
the recognized steps to creative 
problem solving as outlined in 

the chapter, “How to be an 
inventor.”  What local, regional 
and national organizations are 
available to assist your 
becoming a mother of 
invention? Contact one to find 
out what they do. 

4. Identify and, if possible, interview a 
woman who is or has been a role 
model and inspiration for your life.  
Has she overcome obstacles and 
challenges to achieve her dreams?  
What are the outstanding attributes 
that define her womanhood? Can 
you yet identify a similar spirit in 
yourself? Submit her story and how 
it relates to or inspires you through 
Cyberspace or the museum website. 

5. Using the Sports and Adventure 
cards in the Breaking Boundaries 
exhibit at the Women’s Museum, 
identify five outstanding women 
athletes. What do you think are the 
most interesting aspects of each of 
their careers? Do any of them speak 
to your circumstances? Did any 
overcome significant barriers? How?  

6. Consider the varied, unusual 
challenges that women today face 
in society. For example, why is 
“equal pay for equal work” still not 
a fact in this country?  What does a 
woman need besides a college 
degree to earn a top position in the 
U.S. workforce? How important is 
political representation of women 
by women? Select one of these 
issues, or another that you have 
identified.  Briefly explain why 
this matter you have selected is 
important and how it may 
influence your future actions. 
Submit your assessment through 
Cyberspace or at The Women’s 
Museum website. 
 



The Spirit of American Womanhood 

Kathleen Whiteaker to Tejas Council; February 6, 2002 

Technology 
1. Using the computer kiosks in the 

Business, Technology and Beyond 
exhibit in The Women’s Museum, 
select and review the stories of 2 
or 3 women in each of the 
categories of  Moguls, Helping 
Hands, Masterminds, and Leading 
the Way.  How did each become 
successful and what attributes did 
she employ? What can you use 
from her experience to assist your 
future accomplishments?  

2. Attend a Girl Scout event 
involving the Ronya Kozmetsky 
Institute for the Future computer 
lab at The Women’s Museum or 
take an online class about using 
the internet for research.  

3. Research websites that focus on 
women’s accomplishments, 
women’s issues and/or 
educational or career assistance to 
women. Review the web links 
provided by The Women’s 
Museum at 
www.thewomensmuseum.org. 
Utilize the information and 
resources to assist in item four of 
career exploration in this interest 
project.  

4. Research websites on the subjects 
of science and technology, 
including those provided by 
NASA.  Identify existing barriers 
if any, to a woman’s involvement 
in a science or math career.  What 
bearing does a girl’s early 
schooling have on a career in this 
field?  What advice would you 
give to Brownies or Juniors about 
available extracurricular activities 
that would enhance their pursuit 
of a career in science, technology, 
math or computer science?  Share                     

5. Introduce an adult to The 
Women’s Museum.  Enhance 
your museum experience by 
seeking from her or him an 
explanation of her or his 
experience and perspective 
regarding points of interest in 
the exhibits. Record your 
experience and your guest’s 
observations through the 

museum’s Cyberspace 
Connections or website. 

your advice. 

Service Projects 
1. Host a group of Cadettes or 

bridging Juniors at The Women’s 
Museum, guiding them through the 
exhibits to facilitate use of the 
museum to accomplish this interest 
project. 

2.  Host a lending book fair at your 
local library, featuring books 
and articles that discuss women 
in history, women’s issues, and 
career exploration.  Use the 
book fair hosting suggestions in 
GSUSA’s “Read to Lead” and 
the list of notable women 
available from The Women’s 
Museum.  Include in your book 
fair samples of the GSUSA 
book series on Careers and the 
book series on Contemporary 
Issues. 

3. Prepare and provide a 
presentation and plan to lead a 
Junior or Cadette troop through 
the “Girl Power” activity series 
available through your council 
or the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

4. Host a women’s health fair in 
your community, church, or 
service unit, emphasizing 
women’s health issues and 
information resources.  Include 
an overview of the Pathways to 
Health exhibit and information 
available through The Women’s 
Museum. 

 

 Career Exploration 
1. Explore the Dream Your Career 

computer station at The Women’s 
Museum.  Eighteen categories of 
interest are provided for 
exploration.  Choose at least six 
that interest you, follow the 
program guide and discover the 
related careers, skills, education 
and starting salaries associated 
with your areas of interest. 

2.   Write a resume using the 
guidelines provided by 
www.monster.com. Study the tips 
and information about job hunting 
and interviewing.  Engage another 
Girl Scout in a mock interview for 
a selected position from a local job 
advertisement that interests you. 

3. Investigate colleges or universities 
that have women’s studies 
programs.  Consider what career 
pursuits would be benefited by 
such studies. Share your 
information through The Women’s 
Museum website, 
www.thewomensmuseum.org. 

4.  Develop a five (or ten) year career 
plan.  Include anticipated formal 
education, funding for education, 
and plans for developing critical 
communication skills. 

5.  Research the stories and sources 
of inspiration for the women 
featured in the museum exhibit In 
the Spirit and speaking in Finding 
Our Voices, Finding Our History.  
What do they have in common?  
Can you identify the inner forces 
that encourage you to explore, 
create, and succeed?  What steps 
can you take to discover and 
develop your spirit of American 
womanhood? 
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